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Extended Abstract

Adult learners learn differently from pre-adult learners.  Adults have motivations and distinguishing characteristics that make them different from a pedagogical perspective.  Understanding these differences is important for educators who seek to provide appropriate learning experiences that respond to the needs of adults.

Some of these adults may or may not be engineering college graduates, but they are usually back in the classroom because they find themselves with a partial toolbox of knowledge, skills, and abilities.  Others adult students are seeking to prepare themselves for future challenges, including professional and career development.  

As educators, we find experienced adult students in the same classroom with recent engineering graduates, or possibly undergraduates.  The result is a group of students with a spectrum of attitudes and learning skills.  How recent graduates see themselves and how they see the activity of learning reflects on their preparedness for their chosen careers.  

The results of a recent alumni survey will be presented to identify changes in their learning preferences across a ten-year timeframe as determined by Self-Directed Learning Readiness Scale (SDLRS) results.  Self-directed learning, a mode of life long learning, will be explored in regards to its application within academia and the business world.

